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CHAPTER XIII It was a sad little group of three who stood at the
Bondurante gate watching the back of the carriage that carried
the lovely little mistress of the manse away from them. Uncle
Tom leaned heavily on his walkingcane, and only grunted his
objections to the whole proceeding; while Clarisse, poor old soul,
paying no heed to the great tears that coursed adown her fat
cheeks, kept wiping her hands on her apron over and over
again. Somehow, although she had heard absolutely nothing,
she connected Babette s going away to teach with her own
confession, and she blamed herself. If any one else, under the
circumstances, had been betrayed into giving this testimony,
even in the presence of death, she would have denounced her as
unworthy the trust. And so now she denounced herself. This was
why, instead of weeping...
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