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Emereo Classics, Australia, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Daniel Defoes 1722 novel, Moll Flanders, remains a fascinating
imaginative work, and is in many ways more interesting than his famous first effort, Robinson Crusoe. Having
seen bits of two recent film adaptations in the last couple of months on television, and being a budding 18th
century scholar, | decided it was time | picked up my own copy of Moll Flanders and see the actual product on
its own terms. A story no less about a castaway and delinquent than Crusoe, in Moll Flanders, Defoe attempts to
set down the history of a woman with a wild and often desperate life. A character of infinitely more interiority
and reflection than Crusoe, Moll gives us through a first person narrative, a look into various stations of life in
18th century England and America. The novel begins with a tip of the hat to that fine progenitor of the novel,
Don Quixote, a Gines-like acknowledgment that Moll, as the author of her own story, cannot complete that
story within the text of the novel, unless people can write when they are deceased. Amusements aside, Moll
begins her story as Crusoe begins his, with an immediate acknowledgment of the instability of the modern self -
the corruption of her own name. Born in Newgate prison, and having never known her mother, Moll finds
herself among gypsies and landed gentry before settling in Colchester for the term of her youth. Here, she
founds her sense of social ambition, unusual even for Jane Eyre in the 19th century, as one in which she figures
to be a gentlewoman by earning her own living. Various mishaps and misadventures lead her through
marriages, whoredom,...
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