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The video sharing website YouTube has become a
phenomenon that is part of an increasing number of people s
lives and also a part of the usual presidential rhetoric. Before
the launch of YouTube in 2005, the enormous effects of this
online phenomenon on all aspects of society could hardly be
foreseen. In 2011, however, it is obvious that YouTube and
other online media affect every day life, including political
decision making, in many ways. The 2004 US presidential
election is often referred to as the first internet election as the
candidates (Howard Dean in particular) started to use blogs
and websites to raise money and convince voters online
(Zielmann, Röttger 2009: 77). By 2008, the internet had become
even more diverse and complex and offered a lot of new online
functions like social networking sites (Facebook) and video
sharing sites (YouTube). These new opportunities were used by
most of the candidates in...
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