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indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: .the question of the time required for the thorough mastery of algebra
through quadratic equations. The report on the teaching of demonstrative geometry is a clear and concise
statement of the best method of teaching this subject. It insists on the importance of elegance and finish in
geometrical demonstration, for the reason that the discipline forwhich geometrical demonstration is to be
chiefly prized is a discipline in complete, exact, and logical statement. If slovenliness of expression, or awk
warduessof form, is tolerated, this admirable discipline is lost. The Conference therefore recommend an
abundance of oral exercises in geometry--for which there is no proper substitute--and the rejection of all
demonstrations which are not exact and formally perfect. Indeed throughout all the teaching of mathematics
the Conference deem it important that great stress be laid by the teacher on accuracy of statement and
elegance of form as well as on clear and rigorous reasoning. Another very important recommendation in this
part of the report is to be found in the following passage: As soon as the student has acquired the art of
rigorous demonstration, his work should cease to be merely receptive. He should begin to devise constructions
a7id demonstrations for himself. Geometry cannot be mastered by reading the demonstrations of a text-book;
and while there is no branch of elementary mathematics in which purely receptive work, if continued too long,
may lose its interest more completely, there is also none in which independent work can be made...
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